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SEMINAR OBJECTIVES AND ORGANIZATION

Comparative politics explores the sources of change and stability within and across national and subnational boundaries, and seeks to account for variation in policies, processes, and politics. It aims to explain why broadly similar (or dissimilar) polities pursue different (or similar) approaches in attempting to remedy common policy challenges. For example, consider the issue of climate change – how can it be economically impossible to achieve lower carbon emissions in one advanced industrialized country when this objective is being realized through policymaking or social change in broadly similar country? The study of comparative politics often requires in-country fieldwork to collect data, conduct interviews, and carry out site visits. For this reason, most comparativists are proficient in at least one foreign language and possess deep contextual and cultural familiarity with regard to one or more countries (e.g., Australia, Fiji, etc.), regions (e.g., Latin America, Western Europe, etc.), or macro-groupings (e.g., the Global South, OECD countries, etc.).  

This course surveys the core theories of comparative politics and introduces the comparative method, a tool for explaining why and how broadly similar (or dissimilar) polities employ different (or similar) approaches in seeking to solve common problems. Although we will examine a variety of issues in this course, we will focus intensively on the complex interplay of domestic and international factors that produce cross-national (or subnational) variation in policy responses to the challenges of achieving sustainable development. The final weeks of the course will be devoted to a problem-based learning exercise that explores a sustainable development-related issue using the theories and methods of comparative politics. This group exercise will highlight the importance of politics, context, and the global interdependence. A key takeaway from this particular exercise – as well as the seminar in general – is that discerning best practices requires comparison. The principal aim of this course is to provide you with the intellectual tools needed to systematically account for change, stability, and variation in comparative context.  

SEMINAR REQUIREMENTS

There are two sets of graded assignments for this seminar, individual and group. The individual assignments include (1) active and informed participation in seminar meetings and (2) completion of a research design project. Attendance at all seminar meetings is required, and active, informed participation is expected. This means that you are expected to arrive at seminar meetings prepared to actively debate the key issues covered in the assigned readings and seminar discussions. If, for any reason, you are unable to attend a seminar meeting, it is important that you obtain approval. The quality of your participation in each seminar session will be assessed by the Instructor and your classmates in a written evaluation sheet.  With regard to the research design project, you will be tasked with constructing and presenting an analytic framework that employs the comparative method to shed light on an intellectual puzzle that involves two or more entities (regions, countries, or municipalities). 

The group assignments include your contribution as a discussion leader as well as participation in the oral and written presentation of the results of a problem-based learning project. Beginning on the fifth week of the seminar, you and at least one other classmate will be assigned to serve as Discussion leaders in dissecting one of the core theories of comparative politics. You will be expected to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the theory with an eye to suggesting how it might be fruitfully applied in actual research in the field of comparative politics. This will require that you consult outside material and summarize your thoughts in a PowerPoint presentation. The final weeks of the seminar will be devoted to a problem-based learning exercise that focuses on an approved issue of sustainable development. This group exercise has two deliverables: an oral presentation and a seminar-quality research paper. Time will be set aside in a seminar session to explaining how to research and write a research paper.  

The final course grade will be weighted as follows:
· Participation: 15 percent (based upon weekly evaluation)
· Research design project: 10 percent (deliverable: 1-2 page written summary)
· Discussion leader (group project):  15 percent (deliverables: oral presentation + PowerPoint slides)
· Oral Presentation (group project):  25 percent (deliverables: oral presentation + PowerPoint slides) (scoring rubric uploaded to Canvas)
· Written research paper:  25 percent (deliverable: 15-20 page formal research paper)
INSTITUTE POLICIES

· Honor Code: Academic honesty is required of all Georgia Tech students by the Institute’s honor code, the text of which is found at www.honor.gatech.edu. 

· Special Accommodations: Students requesting academic accommodations based on a documented disability are required to register with the Access Disabled Assistance Program for Tech Students (ADAPTS) at http://www.adapts.gatech.edu.

· Diversity & Inclusion: The Ivan Allen College of Liberal Arts – of which the Nunn School is a constituent part – supports the Institute’s commitment to creating a campus free of discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or veteran status. We further affirm the importance of cultivating an intellectual climate that allows us to better understand the similarities and differences of those who constitute the Georgia Tech community, as well as the necessity of working against inequalities that may also manifest here as they do in broader society.

READINGS

The required textbooks for the seminar are available for purchase at the Georgia Tech (Barnes and Noble) Bookstore.

Janos, Andrew C.

Politics and Paradigms: Changing Theories of Change in Social Science [Paperback]
Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1986.
Acemoglu, Daron, and James Robinson

Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity, and Poverty [Paperback]

New York: Crown Business, 2012.
  

All other required readings have been uploaded to Canvas (denoted by *) or are accessible from the Georgia Tech Library’s ejournals portal.  Students wishing to pursue a particular topic in more depth are encouraged to consult with the Instructor.  

 

 

DISCUSSION TOPICS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

Week 1 – Comparative Politics and Its Context
Date: January 8

Required readings: Barry Eichengreen, “One Economy, Ready or Not: Thomas Friedman's Jaunt Through Globalization,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 78 (No. 3, May/June 1999), pp. 118-122*; Richard Florida, “The World Is Spiky,” The Atlantic Monthly 296 (October 2005), pp. 48-51*; Amy Chua, “The Myths of Globalization: Markets, Democracy, and Ethnic Hatred,” Conversations with History,” Institute of International Studies, University of California at Berkeley, 22 January 2004 (http://globetrotter.berkeley.edu/people4/Chua/chua-con0.html); and “Globalisation: the rise and fall of an idea that swept the world,” The Guardian (February 14, 2017)*.
Recommended reading: "The Role of Theory in Comparative Politics: A Symposium." World Politics 48 (October 1995): 1-49 (uploaded to Canvas as “Theory in CP”).
Week 2 – The Comparative Method 
Date: January 15

Required readings: David Collier, “The Comparative Method,” in Ada Finifter, ed., Political Science: The State of the Discipline II (Washington, DC: American Political Science Association, 1993), pp. 105-119*; Arend Lijphart, “Comparative Politics and the Comparative Method,” The American Political Science Review, Vol. 65, No. 3 (Sep., 1971), pp. 682-693*.
Week 3 – Research Design Research
Date: January 22 – NO SEMINAR MEETING
Required readings: library research – gather data and review background material to complete research design.
Week 4 – The Genealogy of Comparative Politics
Date: January 29

Required readings: Janos, Politics and Paradigms, pp. 1-156.
Week 5 – Core Theory #1: Neo-liberalism
Date: February 5

Required readings: Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations, Book I, chapter 2 (“self-love”); Book IV, chapter 2, paragraph 9 (“invisible hand”); Book 4, chapter 9, paragraph 51 (“duties of the sovereign”) (online at www.marxists.org/reference/archive/smith-adam/index.htm); Margaret Levi, “The Economic Turn in Comparative Politics,” Comparative Political Studies, Vol 33 (September 2000, No. 6-7):  822-84*; Margaret Levi, “,” in Mark Irving Lichbach and Alan S. Zuckerman, eds., Comparative Politics: Rationality, Culture and Structure (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009), pp. 19-41*; “Political Scientists Debate Theory of ‘Rational Choice,’” The New York Times, 26 February 2000 (uploaded to Canvas as “NYT”)*; John Williamson, “Democracy and the Washington Consensus,” World Development, Vol. 21 (1993), pp. 1329-1336*; Nancy Birdsall and Francis Fukuyama, “The Post-Washington Consensus,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. (March/April 2011), pp. 1-6*.
Discussion leaders: TBD

Week 6 – Core Theory #2: Neo-Marxism
Date: February 12

Required readings: Karl Marx and Friedrich Engles: Manifesto of the Communist Party (1848) (online at: https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/); Andre Gunder Frank, “The Development of Underdevelopment,” Monthly Review (September 1966), pp. 17-31*; Immanuel Wallerstein, “The Rise and Future Demise of the World Capitalist System: Concepts for Comparative Analysis,” Comparative Studies in Society and History, Vol. 16 (No. 4), pp. 387-415*; and Chamsy el-Ojeili, “Reflections on Wallerstein: The Modern World-System, Four Decades on,” Critical Sociology (2014), pp. 1-22*.
Discussion leaders: TBD

Week 7 – Core Theory #3: Modernization & Development
Date: February 19

Required readings: Herbert Spencer, “The Social Organism,” in Readings:  Herbert Spencer, The Social Organism (http://www.econlib.org/library/LFBooks/Spencer/spnMvS9.html), 9.0-9.19; Theda Skocpol, “A Critical Review of Barrington Moore’s Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy,” Politics & Society, Vol. 4 (No. 1, Fall 1973), pp. 1-34; W.W. Rostow, “The Stages of Growth,” The Economic History Review, New Series, Vol. 12, No. 1 (1959), pp. 1-16*; and Samuel P. Huntington, “Political Development and Political Decay,” World Politics, Vol. 17, No. 3. (Apr., 1965), pp. 386-430.
Discussion leaders: TBD
Week 8 – Core Theory #4: Cultural Theory
Date: February 26

Required readings: Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism (http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/WEBER/cover.html), chapter 5 (skim remainder of book); Robert Putnam, “Bowling Alone,” Journal of Democracy, Vol. 6 (January 1995), pp. 1-17*; Ronald Inglehart, “Globalization and Postmodern Values,” The Washington Quarterly, Vol. 23 (No. 1, Winter 2000), pp. 215-228; and Geert Hofstede, “Dimensionalizing Cultures: The Hofstede Model in Context,” Online Readings in Psychology and Culture, 2(1) (online at: http://doi.org/10.9707/2307-0919.1014)*.

Discussion leaders: TBD

Week 9 – Core Theory #5: Institutionalism
Date: March 5

Required readings: Douglass C. North, "Institutions,” Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 5 (No. 1, 1991), pp. 97-112*; Douglass C. North, “Institutions and economic growth: An historical introduction,” World Development, Vol. 17 (Issue 9, September 1989), pp. 1319-133; Acemoglu and Robinson, Why Nations Fail, chapters 1-5 and 13-15 (skim remaining chapters); Adjo Amekudzi-Kennedy, Brian Woodall, Alex Karner et al, “Institutional Arrangements, Transportation System Investments, and Socio-Economic Outcomes: Affecting the Development of Shared Regional Prosperity” (2018)*.
Discussion leaders: TBD
Week 10 – Policy & Politics Case Study #1: Energy Security
Date: March 12
Required readings: Petra Dolata, Understanding the Shift in Energy Security, Calgary: Canadian Global Affairs Institute, 2017*; Lynne Chester, “Conceptualising energy security and making explicit its polysemic nature,” Energy Policy, Vol. 38 (2010), pp. 887–895*; Andreas Goldthau, “A Public Policy Perspective on Global Energy Security,” International Studies Perspectives, Vol 13 (2012), pp. 65–84*; Marilyn A. Brown, Yu Wang, Benjamin K. Sovacool, Anthony Louis D’Agostino, “Forty years of energy security trends: A comparative assessment of 22 industrialized countries,” Energy Research & Social Science, Vol. 4 (2014), pp. 64–77*; Liam Denning, “Trump’s Latest Energy Insecurity Plan,” Bloomberg (June 1, 2018)*; Eric Lipton, “As Trump Dismantles Clean Air Rules, an Industry Lawyer Delivers for Ex-Clients,” New York Times, August 19, 2018*.
Week 11 – SPRING BREAK
Date: March 19
Week 12 – Policy & Politics Case Study #2: Environmental Security
Date: March 26
Required readings: Garrett Hardin, “The Tragedy of the Commons,” Science 162 (No. 3859, Dec. 1968): 1243-1248; Elinor Ostrom, Governing the Commons, pp. 1-28 (uploaded to Canvas); Bernice Lee, “Managing the Interlocking Climate and Resource Challenges,” International Affairs, Vol. 85 (No. 6, 2009), pp. 1101-1116*; Richard A. Matthew and Anne Hammill, “Sustainable Development and Climate Change,” International Affairs, Vol. 85 (No. 6, 2009), pp. 1117-1128*; and Antony Froggatt and Michael A. Levi, “Climate and Energy Security Policies and Measures: Synergies and Conflicts,” International Affairs, Vol. 85 (No. 6, 2009), pp. 1129-1141*.
Week 13 – Policy & Politics Case Study #3: Energy Security, Environmental Angst, and Japan’s Evolving Developmental State
Date: April 2
Required readings: Miranda A. Schreuers, “Divergent Paths,” Environment 45 (No. 8, 2003): 9-17; Brian Woodall, “The Development of Japan’s Developmental State,” in Shiping Hua, ed., The East Asian Development Model (London: Routledge, 2014), pp. 101-120*; Brian Woodall and Siqi Han, “The Development of China’s Developmental State,” China Currents 13 (No. 1, 2014) (available online at http://www.chinacenter.net/2014/china_currents/13-1/the-development-of-chinas-developmental-state-environmental-challenges-and-stages-of-growth/)*; and Brian Woodall, “Changing of the Guard in Nuclear Policymaking: Energy Security, Economic Development, and US-ROK Relations” (2015)*.
Week 14 – Group Work
Date: April 9
Required readings: TBD by group
Week 15 – Group Work
Date: April 16
Required readings: TBD by group
Week 16 – Group Presentations
Date: April 23
Required readings: TBD by group
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