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INTA 3221 / 8803 Syllabus Fall 2023 

Post-Soviet Politics, 3 credits 

Monday and Wednesday, 2:00-3:15 PM, Ivan Allen College (Habersham 136) 

 

Instructor Information 

Instructor Email Drop-in Hours & Location 

Evgeny Tikhonravov evgeny@gatech.edu Habersham 150, by appointment 

M&W 3:20–4:20 PM 

General Information 

 

Description 

 

This course provides an introduction to the government and politics of Russia, other post-Soviet states, and those 

communist states of Central and Eastern Europe that were within the Soviet-influence space. Throughout the 

course, we will explore intriguing questions, including: Why do certain former Soviet republics rank at the top in 

terms of democratic quality, while others remain at the bottom? How has the Soviet past been manipulated and 

exploited to serve dubious purposes, including justifying armed conflicts and suppressing opposition? Why do 

countries’ approaches toward Soviet and communist symbols vary from prohibition to indifference? What are the 

reasons behind the swift integration into NATO and the European Union for some countries, while others struggle 

to join these international organizations? 

 

Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• understand the governmental structures and political systems of post-Soviet countries; 

• develop awareness of the political processes influenced by cultural, historical, and social factors in post-Soviet 

states; 

• analyze fictional portrayals of actual institutions, roles, and people within the context of post-Soviet politics. 

 

Course Requirements & Grading 

 

Undergraduate students 

Assignment  Date Weight 

Presentation Throughout the semester 10% 

Exam 1  Sep 27 25% 

Exam 2 Oct 30 25% 

Final exam Dec 13 40% 

 

Graduate students 

Assignment  Date Weight 

Two short essays Sep 27, Oct 30 15% each, 30% in total 

Presentation Nov 29 15% 

Research Paper Dec 1 55% 
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Extra Credit Opportunities  

 

No extra credit will be offered in this course. 

 

Description of Graded Components 

 

Undergraduate students 

 

Presentations (10%) 

 

Select one of the countries listed in the table below and deliver an eight-to-ten-minute analysis of a significant 

event, moment, or action that occurred in the internal or foreign politics of that country within the past 32 years. 

Your presentation should illustrate the significance of the chosen event and its impact on the selected country’s 

political landscape. Additionally, provide an explanation of the reasons behind and consequences stemming from 

the event, moment, or action. Please inform me about your chosen presentation topic at least three weeks before 

the class in which it will be delivered. The presentations will be followed by a brief discussion. 

 

Important Notes 

 

• One Presentation Per Class: Each class will feature only one presentation, even if multiple countries are covered 

on the same day. For instance, on November 8, there will be a presentation either on Estonia or on Latvia, 

depending on a student’s choice. 

• Collaborative Selection: In case the total number of undergraduate students exceeds the available presentation 

slots, some presentations will be prepared and delivered in pairs. Please collaborate with your colleagues when 

selecting your topic to ensure that the country you have chosen is not already selected by another student. 

 

 Day Country 

1.  10.04 Kazakhstan OR Uzbekistan 

2.  10.11 Kyrgyzstan OR Tajikistan OR Turkmenistan 

3.  10.16 Azerbaijan OR Belarus 

4.  10.18 Armenia OR Moldova 

5.  10.23 Georgia 

6.  10.25 Lithuania 

7.  11.06 Poland OR Hungary 

8.  11.08 Estonia OR Latvia 

9.  11.13 Bulgaria 

10.  11.15 Ukraine 

11.  11.20 The new states of Germany (the five re-established states of the former German Democratic 

Republic) 

 

Exams (90%) 

 

Throughout the semester, there will be three exams to assess your understanding of the course material. 

 

 Exam 1 Exam 2 Final Exam 

Date September 27 October 30 December 13, 2:40–5:30 PM 

Weight 25% 25% 40% 

Coverage Material from August 21 to 

September 25 

Material from October 2 to 

October 25 

The final exam will cover all 

course material 

Format The exams will consist of short answer, matching, and identification questions 
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Graduate students 

 

Two short essays (15% each) 

 

Throughout the semester, you will be tasked with writing two essays based on questions provided by the instructor. 

For each essay, you will have the opportunity to select one question to answer from a set of at least two questions 

provided by the instructor. The questions for each essay will align with the material covered in the respective parts 

of the course. Specifically, the question on September 27 (worth 15%) will cover material from August 23 to 

September 25, and the question on October 30 (worth 15%) will cover material from October 2 to October 25. 

 

Essay Guidelines 

 

• Essay Length: The length of each essay should be between 650–800 words. 

• Open Book Assignments: These essay assignments will be open book, allowing you to utilize course materials 

and external sources to support your arguments. 

• Preferred Electronic Submission: While handwritten essays are acceptable, I strongly encourage electronic 
submission using laptops or tablet computers. 

• Submission Details: At the end of the class, please submit your essays via email to evgeny@gatech.edu. If you 

choose to handwrite your essays, kindly ensure your writing is legible for evaluation. 

 

The short essays will be evaluated based on the following criteria: 

 

• The essay is well-organized and logically structured, with a clear introduction, body paragraphs, and 

conclusion. Ideas are presented in a cohesive manner, with smooth transitions between paragraphs. 

• The essay exhibits critical thinking skills and supports arguments with relevant evidence, examples, or 

references from the course materials. It demonstrates the ability to integrate and apply knowledge to support the 

main points. 

 

Research paper (55%) and presentation (15%) 

 

The objective of the research paper is to examine a political, economic, or societal problem within one of the 

countries studied in the course,* directly stemming from the Soviet past of that particular country. You are 

expected to analyze the implications of the identified problem for the country under study and propose potential 

solutions. 

* The countries studied in the course are the following: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bulgaria, Estonia, Georgia, 

the new states of Germany (the five re-established states of the former German Democratic Republic), Hungary, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Poland, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, 

Uzbekistan. 

 

As the semester unfolds, you should make progress on the research to the point where you can present your findings 

in a ten-minute presentation. The presentations will be held in class on November 29. 

 

The research papers are due at 11:59 PM on December 1, and they should be submitted via email to the instructor 

at evgeny@gatech.edu. The paper’s length should range between 5,000–6,500 words (excluding the title page, 

footnotes, and literature list). 

 

For the research paper assignment, you will have the opportunity to formulate a research question based on your 

interests. Once you have chosen the topic of the paper, please inform me via email at evgeny@gatech.edu. 

 

The research papers will be assessed based on the following criteria: 

• Organization and Structure: The paper should demonstrate a well-organized and logically structured approach, 

with a clear introduction, well-defined sections, coherent body paragraphs, and a concise conclusion. Transitions 

between sections and paragraphs should be smooth, enhancing the flow of the paper. 

mailto:evgeny@gatech.edu
mailto:evgeny@gatech.edu
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• Depth of Analysis: The paper should delve into the topic with sufficient depth, providing a comprehensive 

analysis within the given word limit. It should showcase a strong grasp of the academic literature by incorporating 

relevant citations. I will appreciate it if you refer to academic literature not only in the English language but also 

in other relevant languages. 

• Writing style and format: you are free to choose any major writing style and format for academic documents 

(e.g., APA, MLA, CMS), but it is crucial to maintain consistency in style and usage throughout the text. The paper 

should exhibit correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

 

Please note that a research paper is not expected to meet the same level of originality as a submission to a 

prestigious academic journal. The emphasis should be on demonstrating solid research skills, critical thinking, and 

engagement with the topic. 

 

Grading Scale 

 

Your final grade will be assigned as a letter grade according to the following scale: 

A 90-100% 

B 80-89% 

C 70-79% 

D 60-69% 

F 0-59% 

 

Course Materials 

 

Course Text 

 

Csergő, Z., Eglitis, D. S., Pickering P. M. (Eds.). (2022). Central and East European Politics: Changes and 
Challenges (5th ed.). Rowman & Littlefield (hereafter “Central and East European Politics”). (Chapters will be 

available in Canvas). 

 

Treisman, D. (Ed.). (2018). The New Autocracy: Information, Politics, and Policy in Putin’s Russia. Brookings 

Institution Press (hereafter “The New Autocracy”). (Available online). 

 

Course Website 

 

The Canvas site will contain important material for the course, including country-specific reading. 

 
Course Expectations & Guidelines 

 

Academic Integrity and Collaboration 

 

Cheating, plagiarism, and all forms of academic dishonesty are expressly forbidden in this class, and by the 

university’s Honor Code (http://honor.gatech.edu/content/2/thehonor-code). Any form of cheating will 

immediately earn you a failing grade for the entire course, and I will pursue further disciplinary actions according 

to Georgia Tech’s policies and procedures (see http://honor.gatech.edu/plugins/faq/ for more information on this).  

Here are the things you need to know to ensure that you are working within the constraints of both the university’s 

policy, and my expectations for this course:  

 

1. Research Paper 

Your research paper should be crafted and written on your own. You may talk with others about your ideas, but 

you should be working by yourself on the actual outline and content. If you need further assistance with your paper 

please consider joining me during my office hours, or making an appointment with the Communication Center 

(http://www.communicationcenter.gatech.edu/). 

https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip,shib&db=e000xna&AN=1689235&site=ehost-live&scope=site&custid=git1&ebv=EB&ppid=pp_frontcover
http://honor.gatech.edu/content/2/thehonor-code
http://honor.gatech.edu/plugins/faq/
http://www.communicationcenter.gatech.edu/
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In addition, you are required to cite all sources you use in your paper. This includes both direct quotations and 

cases where you use someone else’s ideas. “Sources” include papers, journals, anything found on the internet, and 

so on. Basically, if the thought did not originate with you, you should provide a source.  

If you need some guidance on the mechanics of citing your sources, please see the “Citing Your Sources” 

document on our course website. 

 

2. Campus Resources 

You are permitted (and even encouraged) to make use of the academic support services offered by The Center for 

Academic Success (http://www.success.gatech.edu/) and the Communication Center 

(http://www.communicationcenter.gatech.edu/). 

 

Accommodations for Learning Needs 

 

If you have learning needs that require some adaptations for you to succeed in this course, please contact the Office 

of Disability Services on campus (http://disabilityservices.gatech.edu/). I am happy to arrange to accommodate 

your learning needs based on their recommendations. 

 

Attendance and Participation 

 

Attendance is not required in this course. 

 

Late/Missed Assignments and Exams 

 

Your research papers are due at 11:59 PM on December 1. They may be turned in after the deadline, but you will 

be eligible for fewer points once the deadline has passed: you will only be eligible for 90% of the total grade if it 

is submitted by 3 AM that night, and you will lose an additional 10% from the total you are eligible to earn for 

every 12-hour period it is late thereafter. Research papers more than 3 days late will earn a grade of 0. Short essay 

1 submitted later than 3:20 PM September 27 and short essay 2 submitted later than 3:20 PM October 30 will earn 

a grade of 0. Make-up exams will be given only for documented reasons of illness, family emergency, or 

participation in approved Institute activities (such as field trips and athletic events, see 

http://catalog.gatech.edu/rules/12/ for more information). 

 

Re-grading and Re-submission 

 

Requests for regrading of exams, short essays, and research papers may be submitted in writing within one week 

of the day you received the grade. You must justify in writing the technical basis for the regrade. If the regarding 

request is accepted, your entire exam, short essay, and research paper may be regarded (your grade may decrease 

after regarding). Please do not assume that your grade will always go up after regrading. 

 

Student-Faculty Expectations 

 

At Georgia Tech we believe that it is important to continually strive for an atmosphere of mutual respect, 

acknowledgment, and responsibility between faculty members and the student body. See 

http://www.catalog.gatech.edu/rules/22.php for an articulation of some basic expectations – that you can have of 

me, and that I have of you. In the end, simple respect for knowledge, hard work, and cordial interactions will help 

build the environment we seek. In other words, I encourage you to remain committed to the ideals of Georgia 

Tech, while in this class. 

 

Use of Mobile Devices, Laptops, etc. During Class 

 

As research on learning shows, unexpected noises and movement automatically divert and capture people’s 

attention, which means you are affecting everyone’s learning experience if your cell phone, laptop, etc. makes 

http://www.success.gatech.edu/
http://www.communicationcenter.gatech.edu/
http://disabilityservices.gatech.edu/
http://catalog.gatech.edu/rules/12/
http://www.catalog.gatech.edu/rules/22.php
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noise or is visually distracting during class. That said, many students find it useful to have a mobile device on hand 

to access course materials. 

With this in mind, I allow you to take notes on your laptop, but request that you turn the sound off so that you do 

not disrupt other students’ learning. In addition, if you are doing anything other than taking notes or looking at 

course materials on your laptop, please sit in the back row so that other students are not distracted by your screen. 

 

Food and Drink 

 

Given that our class meets mid-day, please feel free to bring your lunch with you to class. However, please be 

mindful of your setting: avoid strong smells, food that is likely to make a mess, and food that makes it difficult to 

engage with class discussion and/or taking notes. In addition, please be sure to clear your garbage when you leave, 

and wipe your desktop for the next student sitting in your seat. 

 

Recording Classroom Activities 

 

In order to preserve class integrity, student privacy, and a safe environment to express opinions, recording of our 

classes using digital, tape, or audio devices is not allowed. This policy can be waived for students with 

accommodations upon explicit recommendation from the Office of Disability Services. You are welcome to take 

notes and photos of the board. 

 

Guest Lectures 

 

Throughout the course, several guest professors will deliver online lectures. To facilitate engaging discussions, 

you are kindly requested to prepare one or two questions related to the topic of each guest lecture. Please send 

these questions at evgeny@gatech.edu at least one week prior to the scheduled lecture. All guest lectures will be 

conducted in classroom 136, where we have installed the necessary equipment to facilitate remote participation. 

 

Development of this course 

 

Learning should not happen in a vacuum. To help ensure the best chance for success for the students of this course, 

this course draws on the format, syllabus, and materials from similar successful courses. I am incredibly thankful 

to Mikulas Fabry, Natalia Lamberova, Eliza Markley, Alexander Sergunin, and Vince Pedicino for their gracious 

help. 

 

Final Caveat 

 

This syllabus is to be considered a living document and therefore subject to change. Any major changes will be 

discussed with the class and posted to Canvas. If you have any questions about what you see on the syllabus, please 

email me to discuss. 

  

mailto:evgeny@gatech.edu
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Course Schedule (short overview) 

 

 Date Topics 

1.  08.21 (M) Course Introduction 

2.  08.23 (W) Boris Yeltsin and the 1990s – a brief era of democracy? 1 

3.  08.28 (M) Boris Yeltsin and the 1990s – a brief era of democracy? 2 

4.  08.30 (W) Prof. Alexander Sergunin, Saint Petersburg State University, “The Russian foreign policy 

decision-making system” (Guest Lecture) 

 09.04 (M) Official School Holiday (Labor Day), No Classes 

5.  09.06 (W) Prof. Natalia Lamberova, UT Dallas, “Economy as a source of power” (Guest Lecture) 

6.  09.11 (M) Putin’s Consolidation of Power 

7.  09.13 (W) Dr. Ilya Yablokov, University of Sheffield, “How the Kremlin’s propaganda machine works: 

Russian journalists and Kremlin’s conquest for power” (Guest Lecture) 

8.  09.18 (M) The Opposition and Civil Society in Russia 

9.  09.20 (W) Russia’s Periphery 

10.  09.25 (M) Tracing the Soviet Footprint in Modern Russia 

11.  09.27 (W) Exam 1 (Undergraduate Students) / Short Essay Assignment 1 (Graduate Students) 

12.  10.02 (M) The Dissolution of the Soviet Union: Causes and Consequences 

13.  10.04 (W) Central Asian States 1 

 10.09 (M) Fall Break, No Classes 

14.  10.11 (W) Central Asian States 2 

15.  10.16 (M) Azerbaijan, Belarus 

16.  10.18 (W) Armenia, Georgia, Moldova 

17.  10.23 (M) Mariam Pipia, MA Command and Staff College (Tbilisi, Georgia), “From Pathos to Logos: 

Understanding Ethnopolitical Conflicts in Georgia” (Guest Lecture) 

18.  10.25 (W) Prof. Donatas Murauskas, Vilnius University, “Transitional justice in Lithuania: How does 

the democratic state re-evaluate its past?” (Guest Lecture) 

19.  10.30 (M) Exam 2 (Undergraduate Students) / Short Essay Assignment 2 (Graduate Students) 

20.  11.01 (W) Central and East European Countries: Soviet Legacy and the First Decades of Independence 

21.  11.06 (M) Mirosław M Sadowski, DCL, University of Strathclyde, “Poland and Hungary after 1989: 

From Liberalism to Illiberalism” (Guest Lecture) 

22.  11.08 (W) Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania  

23.  11.13 (M) Prof. Simeon Groysman, Sofia University “Saint Clement of Ohrid”, “The Bulgarian 

Transition to Democracy (1989-1997-2007-2021): A Never-Ending Story?” (Guest Lecture) 

24.  11.15 (W) Ukraine 

25.  11.20 (M) Prof. Thomas Lundmark, University of Hull, “East Germans’ Conversion to Democracy” 

(Guest Lecture) 

 11.22 (W) Student Recess, No Classes 

26.  11.27 (M) The Impact of the War in Ukraine on the Post-Soviet Sphere 

27.  11.29 (W) Graduate Students’ Research Paper Presentation 

28.  12.04 (M) Final Review 

29.  12.13 (W) Final Exam (Undergraduate Students) 
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Course Schedule (extended overview) 

 

Week 01, 08/21 – 08/23 

 

Monday: Course Introduction 

 

Wednesday: Boris Yeltsin and the 1990s – An Era of Democracy? 1 

 

Readings 

 

Treisman, D. (2011). The Return: Russia’s Journey from Gorbachev to Medvedev. Free Press. Ch. 2. (In Canvas). 

 

Week 02, 08/28 – 08/30 

 

Monday: Boris Yeltsin and the 1990s – An Era of Democracy? 2 

 

Readings 

 

Hosaka, S. (2022). Unfinished Business: 1991 as the End of the CPSU but Not of the KGB. Demokratizatsiya, 

30(4), 441–452. 

 

Wednesday: Guest Lecture Prof. Alexander Sergunin, Saint Petersburg State University, “The Russian foreign 

policy decision-making system” 

 

Readings 

 

Sergunin, A. (2016). Explaining Russian Foreign Policy Behavior: Theory and Practice. Ibidem-Verlag. Ch. 4. 

(In Canvas). 

 

Strokan, M. A., Taylor, B. D. (2018). Intelligence. In A. P. Tsygankov (Ed.), Routledge Handbook of Russian 
Foreign Policy (pp. 153–167). Routledge. (In Canvas). 

 

Konyshev, V., Sergunin, A. (2018). Military. In A. P. Tsygankov (Ed.), Routledge Handbook of Russian Foreign 

Policy (pp. 168–181). Routledge. (In Canvas). 

 

Week 03, 09/04 – 09/06 

 

Monday: Official School Holiday (Labor Day) 

 

Wednesday: Guest Lecture Prof. Natalia Lamberova, UT Dallas, “Economy as a source of power” 

 

Readings 

 

The New Autocracy, Ch. 5. 

 

Lamberova, N., Treisman, D. (2020). Economic Shocks and Authoritarian Responses. Putin’s Strategy after the 

Global Financial Crisis of 2008–9. In V. Shih (Ed.), Economic Shocks and Authoritarian Stability: Duration, 
Financial Control, and Institutions. (Recommended). 

 

Stanislav, M., Charnysh, V. (2017). The flexible few: oligarchs and wealth defense in developing democracies. 
Comparative Political Studies, 50(12), 1632–1665. (Recommended). 

 

 

https://go.openathens.net/redirector/gatech.edu?url=https://search.proquest.com/scholarly-journals/unfinished-business-1991-as-end-cpsu-not-kgb/docview/2766511827/se-2
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a4d2512a803bb1a5d9aca35/t/5d4f2c1aed54340001c737ea/1565469724234/Lamberova+Treisman+2019.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a4d2512a803bb1a5d9aca35/t/5d4f2c1aed54340001c737ea/1565469724234/Lamberova+Treisman+2019.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epub/10.1177/0010414016688000
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Week 04, 09/11 – 09/13 

 

Monday: Putin’s Consolidation of Power 

 

Readings 

 

Åslund, A. (2019). Russia’s Crony Capitalism: The Path from Market Economy to Kleptocracy. Yale University 

Press. Ch. 2. 

 

Wednesday: Guest Lecture Dr. Ilya Yablokov, University of Sheffield, “How the Kremlin’s propaganda machine 

works: Russian journalists and Kremlin’s conquest for power” 

 

Readings 

 

Yablokov, I. (2017). Social networks of death: conspiracy panics and professional journalistic ethics in the post-

Soviet Russia. Quaderni, 94, 53–62. 

 

Schimpfössl, E., Yablokov, I. (2017). Power Lost and Freedom Relinquished: Russian Journalists Assessing the 

First Post-Soviet Decade. The Russian Review, 76(3), 526–541. 

 

Week 05, 09/18 – 09/20 

 

Monday: The Opposition and Civil Society in Russia 

 

Readings 

 

Mersianova, I. (2018). Russian Civil Society. In I. Studin (Ed.), Russia: Strategy, Policy and Administration (pp. 

113–119). Palgrave Macmillan. 

 

The New Autocracy, Ch. 10. 

 

Wednesday: Russia’s Periphery 

 

Readings 

 

Busygina, I. (2018). Russian Federalism. In I. Studin (Ed.), Russia: Strategy, Policy and Administration (pp. 57–

64). Palgrave Macmillan. (In Canvas). 

 

The New Autocracy, Ch. 5. 

 

Week 06, 09/25 – 09/27 

 

Monday: Tracing the Soviet Footprint in Modern Russia 

 

Readings 

Drezner, D. W. (2022, May 3). The re-Sovietization of Russia. The Washington Post. 

 

Urkova, О. (2022, January 11). Putin’s nasty Soviet nostalgia. Ukraine: Newstex. 

 

Urkova, О. (2021, December 30). Pro-kremlin media uses 30th anniversary of USSR collapse to ignite nostalgia 
towards the Soviet era. Ukraine: Newstex. 

 

Wednesday: Exam 1 (Undergraduate Students) / Short Essay Assignment 1 (Graduate Students) 

https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip,shib&db=e000xna&AN=2111793&site=ehost-live&scope=site&custid=git1&ebv=EB&ppid=pp_iii
https://journals.openedition.org/quaderni/1113
https://journals.openedition.org/quaderni/1113
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/russ.12142
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/russ.12142
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/bfm:978-1-137-56671-3/1?pdf=chapter%20toc
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/bfm:978-1-137-56671-3/1?pdf=chapter%20toc
https://www.proquest.com/docview/2658991455?pq-origsite=primo&parentSessionId=C8Pevk45PVERq9dTNCkh4q0si4aT9RHyFIOr7gZ9RCA%3D
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/gatech.edu?url=https://search.proquest.com/blogs-podcasts-websites/putin-s-nasty-soviet-nostalgia/docview/2618500020/se-2
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/gatech.edu?url=https://search.proquest.com/blogs-podcasts-websites/pro-kremlin-media-uses-30th-anniversary-ussr/docview/2615242927/se-2
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/gatech.edu?url=https://search.proquest.com/blogs-podcasts-websites/pro-kremlin-media-uses-30th-anniversary-ussr/docview/2615242927/se-2
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Week 07, 10/02 – 10/04 

 

Monday: The Dissolution of the Soviet Union: Causes and Consequences 

 

Readings 

 

Treisman, D. (2011). The Return: Russia’s Journey from Gorbachev to Medvedev. Free Press. Ch. 5. (In Canvas). 

 

Wednesday: Central Asian States 1 

 

Readings 

 

Blackmon, P. (2021). After Karimov and Nazarbayev: Change in Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan? Central Asian 
Survey, 40(2), 179–196. 

 

Gallo, E. (2021). Globalisation, Authoritarianism and the Post-Soviet State in Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. 

Europe-Asia Studies, 73(2), 340–363. 

 

Week 08, 10/09 – 10/11 

 

Monday: Fall Break, No Class 

 

Wednesday: Central Asian States 2 

 

Readings 

 

Horák, S. (2022). Turkmenistan’s 2022 Leadership Change through the Personalist Paradigm. Demokratizatsiya: 
The Journal of Post-Soviet Democratization, 30(1), 463–472. 

 

Sullivan, C. J. (2021). Battle at the border: An analysis of the 2021 Kyrgyzstan-Tajikistan conflict. Asian Affairs, 

52(3), 529–535. 

 

Week 09, 10/16 – 10/18 

 

Monday: Azerbaijan, Belarus 

 

Readings 

 

Hall, S. (2023). The End of Adaptive Authoritarianism in Belarus? Europe-Asia Studies, 75(1), 1-27. 

 

Alieva, L., Pikulik A. (2022). Rent Distribution Modes in Azerbaijan and Belarus: Implications for the Opposition. 

Europe-Asia Studies. 

 

Souleimanov, E. (2013). Understanding Ethnopolitical Conflict: Karabakh, South Ossetia, and Abkhazia – Wars 

Reconsidered. Palgrave Macmillan (pp. 52–61). (In Canvas). 

 

Wednesday: Armenia, Georgia, Moldova 

 

Readings 

 
Stefes, C. H., Paturyan, Y. J. (2021). After the Revolution: State, Civil Society, and Democratization in Armenia 

and Georgia. Frontiers in Political Science, 3. 

 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/02634937.2020.1837073?needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/09668136.2020.1761297?needAccess=true
https://www.proquest.com/docview/2766511261?pq-origsite=primo&parentSessionId=%2BmVbEEyZKzb9b55u9O%2FZCz0%2FrwoJmqtzzT2T2cR8plA%3D
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/03068374.2021.1940587?needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/09668136.2022.2093332?needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/09668136.2022.2088700?needAccess=true&role=button
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpos.2021.719478/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpos.2021.719478/full
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O’Loughlin J., Toal, G., Chamberlain-Creangă, R. (2013). Divided space, divided attitudes? Comparing the 

Republics of Moldova and Pridnestrovie (Transnistria) using simultaneous surveys. Eurasian Geography and 

Economics, 54(2), 227–258. 

 

Week 10, 10/23 – 10/25 

 

Monday: Guest Lecture Mariam Pipia, MA Command and Staff College (Tbilisi, Georgia), “From Pathos to 

Logos: Understanding Ethnopolitical Conflicts in Georgia” 

 

Readings 

 

De Waal, T. (2019). The Caucasus: Introduction (2nd ed.). Oxford University Press (pp. 134–169). (In Canvas). 

 

Souleimanov, E. (2013). Understanding Ethnopolitical Conflict: Karabakh, South Ossetia, and Abkhazia – Wars 

Reconsidered. Palgrave Macmillan (pp. 112–134). (In Canvas). 

 

Wednesday: Guest Lecture Prof. Donatas Murauskas, Vilnius University, “Transitional justice in Lithuania: How 

does the democratic state re-evaluate its past?” 

 

Readings 

 

Fijalkowski, A. (2018). Historical Politics and Court Redress in the Baltic States. In C. M. Horne, L. Stan (Eds.), 

Transitional Justice and the Former Soviet Union: Reviewing the Past, Looking toward the Future (pp. 216–240). 

Cambridge University Press. (In Canvas). 

 

Milašiūtė, V. (2021). Transitional Justice Cases Against Lithuania at the European Court of Human Rights. In 

G. Švedas, D. Murauskas (Eds.), Legal Developments During 30 Years of Lithuanian Independence (pp. 3–18). 

Springer, Cham. (In Canvas). 

 

Week 11, 10/30 – 11/01 

 

Monday: Exam 2 (Undergraduate Students) / Short Essay Assignment 2 (Graduate Students) 

 

Wednesday: Central and East European Countries: Soviet Legacy and the First Decades of Independence 

 

Readings 

 

Central and East European Politics. Ch. 3. (In Canvas). 

 

Week 12, 11/06 – 11/08 

 

Monday: Mirosław M Sadowski, DCL, University of Strathclyde, “Poland and Hungary after 1989: From 

Liberalism to Illiberalism” (Guest Lecture) 

 

Readings 

 

Karolewski, I. P. (2020). Memory games and populism in postcommunist Poland. In De Cesari, C., & Kaya, A. 

(Ed.), European memory in populism: representations of self and other. Routlege. 

 

Sadowski, M. M. (2021). Law and Collective Memory in the Service of Illiberalism. Through the Looking-Glass: 
Transformation or a Reactionary Revolution? Krakow International Studies, 18(1), 107–128. 

 

 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15387216.2013.816619?needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15387216.2013.816619?needAccess=true
https://openresearchlibrary.org/viewer/0e8b98a0-9a06-410d-aeed-a9352278e8c0/1
https://repozytorium.ka.edu.pl/bitstream/handle/11315/30808/SADOWSKI_Law_and_Collective_Memory_in_the_Service_2021.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://repozytorium.ka.edu.pl/bitstream/handle/11315/30808/SADOWSKI_Law_and_Collective_Memory_in_the_Service_2021.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


Post-Soviet Politics 

 
12/12 

Wednesday: Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania 

 

Readings 

 

Central and East European Politics. Ch. 14. (In Canvas). 

 

Week 13, 11/13 – 11/15 

 

Monday: Guest Lecture Prof. Simeon Groysman, Sofia University “Saint Clement of Ohrid”, “The Bulgarian 

Transition to Democracy (1989-1997-2007-2021): A Never-Ending Story?” 

 

Readings 

 

Central and East European Politics. Ch. 15. (In Canvas). 

 

Wednesday: Ukraine 

 

Readings 

 

Central and East European Politics. Ch. 19. (In Canvas). 

 

Week 14, 11/20 – 11/22 

 

Monday: Guest Lecture Prof. Thomas Lundmark, University of Hull, “East Germans’ Conversion to Democracy” 

 

Readings 

 

Lundmark, T. (1996). East Germans’ conversion to democracy. Fordham International Law Journal, 20(2), 384–

395. 

 

Wednesday: Student Recess, No Classes 

 

Week 15, 11/27 – 11/29 

 

Monday: The Impact of the War in Ukraine on the Post-Soviet Sphere 

 

Readings 

 

Akhvlediani, T. (2022). Geopolitical and Security Concerns of the EU’s Enlargement to the East: The Case of 

Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia. Intereconomics, 57(4), 225–228. 

 

Lerner, D. (2022, May 3). Ukraine war casts shadow over Transnistria as security alerts sow fear. Financial 

Times. 

 

Wednesday: Graduate Students’ Research Paper Presentation 

 

Week 16, 12/04 

 

Monday: Final Review 

https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/frdint20&i=398
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s10272-022-1067-0.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s10272-022-1067-0.pdf
https://www.proquest.com/docview/2672257482?pq-origsite=primo
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